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ADVERTISING ANALYSIS 


READ THIS BEFORE STARTING YOUR CAMPAIGN! 





1 William Powell is a definitely established box office star. 
* His name is the outstanding sales angle of the picture. 
Bill him big! 


me His last few pictures have shown Powell in the same 
* type of roles. In ‘‘High Pressure,’’ however, he is abso- 
lutely different, a fast-moving, fast-talking, fast-living 
son-of-a-gun if ever there was one. It’s a new Powell! 

Get that fact over in your ads! 


3 Do not play up the stock market angle of the picture, 

* too many people are still nursing the sores left by ‘‘dat 

debil Wall St.”’ ‘“‘High Pressure’? is an ultra-modern 
comedy romance and should be sold as such. 


4 The team of Powell and Evelyn Brent was highly success- 

* ful in “‘Interference,’’ an earlier talking picture. In 

towns where Miss Brent has a wide following, it may be 
advisable to play her up. 


5 The supporting cast is a very strong one. Names such 
* as George Sidney, Evalyn Knapp, Frank McHugh, John 
Wray and Guy Kibbee should be featured in your lobbies 

and ads. 


& Remember, Powell is a son-of-a-gun in a son-of-a-gun 
° of a picture! 


CAST OF CHARACTERS 


GAR EVANS—Promoter of wildcat stocks and bearcat 





blonde ee WILLIAM POWELL 
FRANCINE—His fiance and luck charm.....EVELYN BRENT 
GINSBERG—-Financial angel. 2. GEORGE SIDNEY 
CLIFFORD GRAY—Dummy president........... GUY KIBBEE 
HELEN—Evans’ unworldly secretary........ EVALYN KNAPP 
JIMMY MOORE—Slick lawyer............... JOHN WRAY 
MIKE DONOGHEY—Evans’ aide.......... FRANK McHUGH 
MILLIE—Snappy blonde phone girl........ POLLY WALTERS 
GEOFFREY—Cub reporter... 2... 2 BEN ALEXANDER 
VANDERBILT—Office boy.......... HAROLD WALDRIDGE 
COLOMBO—Stock salesman................ LUIS ALBERNI 
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The Story of “High Pressure” 





Gar Evans, whirlwind blue sky stock promoter—who, between bad 
ventures, devotes himself to having a good time—is sleeping off the effects 
of his last debauch, when Mike Donoghey, his right hand man, brings in 
Colonel Ginsberg, a new financial angel, who has bought an invention which 
purports to convert sewage into rubber. 

Evans, wildly enthusiastic, rents a floor of a Fifth Avenue skyscraper, 
furnishes it gorgeously, and installs as reception clerk, Francine, whom he 
once promised to wed. He then hires as secretary the unworldly Helen, of 
whom Francine is madly jealous. Ginsberg gloats as the cash rolls in, but 
trouble is in the offing. 

Legal proceedings are threatened by a rival rubber company and the 
“inventor” turns out to be a lunatic. When things look darkest the enemy 
firm offers to buy them out, but Francine has eloped with a South American 
millionaire and takes with her 51% of the shares of the company. Evans 
follows her to the wharf, explains his attentions to Helen, and brings her 
back to the office, with a promise to marry her and settle down to a safe 
and sane business. 

Donoghey rushes in with an Alaskan, who has another get-rich-quick 
idea—and Evans is again in the clouds. Francine, realizing it is in her man’s 
blood, smiles, sighs, and thanks her stars she is back with him again. 


BIOGRAPHICAL BRIEFS 


WILLIAM POWELL—On the screen 





in El Paso, Texas. Now a Warner 


in many successes, among which 
are ‘‘Beau Geste,”’ ‘‘The Great Gats- 
by,” ‘‘Interference,’’ ‘‘The Canary 
Murder Case,” ‘‘The Four Feath- 
ers,’ ‘Street Of Chance,’ ‘The 
Benson Murder Case,” ‘‘Shadow Of 
The Law,” ‘For The Defense,” 
‘Ladies’ Man,’ ‘‘Gentlemen Of 
The Streets,” ‘“The Road To Singa- 
pore’ and ‘‘High Pressure.’’ Born 
in Kansas City, Mo. 


EVELYN BRENT — On screen in 


“Broadway,” ‘‘Fast Company,” 
“Why Bring That Up?” ‘‘Woman 
Trap,’ ‘‘Darkened Rooms,” ‘‘Dark- 
ened Skies,’ ‘‘Slightly Scarlet,”’ 
“Framed,”’ and ‘‘High Pressure.” 
Born in Tampa, Florida. 


GEORGE SYDNEY —On screen in 


“Auctioneer,” ‘‘Prince Of Pilsen,” 
‘We Americans,’ ‘“‘Cohens And 
Kellys In Atlantic City,’’ ‘‘Cohen 
On The Telephone,’’ ‘Cohens And 
Kellys In Scotland,’ ‘‘Around The 
Corner,” and ‘High Pressure.” 
Born in Hungary. 


JOHN WRAY—Celebrated on stage 


and co-author of ‘‘Nightstick’’ 
from which ‘‘Alibi’’ was made. On 
screen in ‘‘New York Nights,” “‘All 
Quiet On The Western Front,” 
“Czar Of Broadway,” ‘Safe In 
Hell,’? ‘“The Woman From Monte 
Carlo,’’ and ‘‘High Pressure.’’ Born 
in Philadelphia, Pa. 


GUY KIBBEE—Veteran of the stage. 


On screen in ‘‘Man Of The World,” 
‘“Forch song, -Gity=- Lights; = 
“Side Show,’ ‘Blonde Crazy,” 
Taxi!’ and ‘‘High Pressure.’’ Born 


Bros. contract player. 


EVALYN KNAPP—On screen in ‘‘Sin- 


ners’ Holiday,” ‘‘River’s End,’ 
“Mothers Cry,” ‘‘Fifty Million 
Frenchmen,” ‘The Millionaire,’ 
“The Bargain,’’ and “High Pres- 
sure.’ A Warner Bros. contract 
player. Born in Kansas City, Mo. 


POLLY WALTERS —On screen in 


“Smart Money,’’ ‘Expensive 
Women,”’ “Blonde Crazy,”’ ‘‘Taxi!,”’ 
“‘Manhattan Parade,’”’ ‘‘Union De- 
pot,” “High Pressure,” and 
others. Born in Columbus, Ohio. 


FRANK McHUGH —On screen in 


“Bright Lights,’’ ‘College Lovers,” 
“Dawn Patrol,’ ‘“‘Going Wild,” 
“Kiss Me Again,” ‘Men Of The 
Sky,” ‘‘Widow From Chicago,” 
“Top Speed,” ‘‘Up For Murder,”’ 
“Union Depot’ and “High Pres- 
sure.’” Born in Homestead, Pa. 


LUIS ALBERNI—On stage in “What 


Price Glory.”” On screen in ‘‘Sven- 
gali,’’ ‘“‘The Mad Genius,”’ ‘I Like 
Your Nerve,” ‘‘Manhattan Parade,”’ 
and “‘High Pressure.’ Born in 
Spain. 


MERVYN LE ROY, DIRECTOR — 


Among his many achievements are 
“Broadway Babies,” ‘‘Hot Stuff,” 
“Little Johnny Jones,’ ‘‘Playing 
Around,” ‘‘Show Girl Of Holly- 


wood,’ ‘‘Numbered Men,” ‘‘Too 
Young To Marry,” “‘Local Boy 
Makes Good,” ‘Top Speed,’’ 


“Broad Minded,” ‘‘Little Caesar,’’ 
“Five Star Final.’? Now under con- 
tract to Warner Bros. Born in San 
Francisco, Cal. 


SELLING IT TO THE PUBLIC! 





LOBBY FRAME 
SUGGESTIONS 


Still—High Pressure 78 


Still—Powell 8 


Still—Powell 61 
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HGH PRESSURE 


CAMPAIGN 

The title “High Pressure”’ 
gives you a chance to put on 
a terrific exploitation campaign 
for this picture. Tie-in every 
merchant organization in town 
for a ‘‘High Pressure Week’”’ to 
be devoted to business-boost- 
ing, special sales, etc. Follow- 
ing are the details. 

1. Three weeks before you 
run the picture, get in touch 
with your local chamber of 
commerce and leading mer- 
chants. They know as well as 
you do that what this country 
needs right now is High Pres- 
sure Optimism and High Pres- 
sure Methods. Persuade them 
to co-operate on a _.prosperity 
campaign built around High 
Pressure slogans. 

2. Tie-up with your news- 
paper to run a special co-oper- 
ative double truck ad. All 
merchants taking space should 
use copy stressing lines such as 
“It’s Time For High Pressure 
Optimism,” ‘“‘High Pressure 
Confidence Will Bring Back 
Prosperity,’ etc. All stores 
should select some article to 
advertise as a ‘High Pressure 
Bargain.’’ The headline for the 
two pages should read ‘“‘High 
Pressure Sales for High Pres- 
sure Week.” 

3. Post one-sheets around 
town reading... 


“High Pressure” Methods 
Will Bring Back 
PROSPERITY! 


See 
William Powell in 
“High Pressure’ 

at the Strand 





4. Stores should imprint 
all their bags and wrapping 
paper with the slogan “ ‘High 
Pressure’ Will 
pression!” They should also 
feature the fact that they give 
High Pressure Service to all 
their customers. 

5. Hold a slogan contest 
backed by the Chamber of 
Commerce. Contestants must 
submit a 20 word slogan which 
uses the words ‘High Pres- 
sure’ and which can be used 
as the optimism and prosperity 
slogan for the whole town. 

6. Have leading business 
men and economists _inter- 
viewed by the newspaper on 
the subject of “How High 
Pressure Will End The Depres- 
sion.” 


- was as_ the 


End The De- 


SPECIAL LOBBY DISPLAY STUNT 


The intimate biography printed below enlarged to fill 
a 40 x 60 frame on an easel was used in the outside lobby 
of the N. Y. Strand during the run of ‘‘High Pressure.’’ It 
proved to be a sure-fire ‘‘stopper’’ and had crowds stand- 


ing three or four deep waiting for a chance to get near 
enough to read it. You can use the same stunt for your 
lobby on this picture and if possible put the enlargement 
on display in your inside lobby a week before the run 


starts. 


William Powell 


A Brief Biography 


Tuis fastidious gentleman 
was born in the sooty town of Pitts- 
burgh. July 29th ‘is his birthday. 
During his school years, he fell in 
love with all the little girls who had 
blonde curls. When he grew up, he 
fell in love with each successive lead- 
ing lady of the stock companies that 
played his town. 

None of his forebears had anything 
to do with the theatre. His family 
was naturally horrified when he an- 
nounced his intention of becoming an 
actor. So he borrowed money from a 
wealthy aunt in order to enter dra- 
matic school in New York. It took 
him thirteen years to repay her. 

Played small roles on the stage. 
Mostly in unsuccessful plays. At the 
close of each play, he’d find himself 
flat broke. It was becoming a habit, 
until he was approached by a movie 
director. His first screen assignment 
villain in ‘‘Sherlock 
Holmes,’”’ opposite John Barrymore. 
He brought a new type of villain to 
the screen. Suave, cultured, and in- 
telligent. Instead of hating him, the 
public adored him. 


His best friends are Dick Barthel- 
mess and Ronald Colman. They are 
known as the Three Musketeers of 
Hollywood. When Barthelmess and 
he met for the first time they took 
an intense dislike to each other. 
They almost came to blows when they 
appeared together in ‘“‘The Bright 
Shawl.”’ By the time the picture was 








finished, however, they had become 
fast friends. 

His favorite actress is Carole Lom- 
bard. She is also his wife. He had 
thought he was going to remain a 
bachelor for life. That is, until he 
met her. Now he thinks domesticity 
is simply wonderful. 


When asked how he keeps thin, he 
replied: ‘‘l highly recommend worry- 
ing. It is much more effective than 
dieting. | make it my business to 
worry about anything.’’ One thing he 
doesn’t have to worry about is his 
popularity. 

He is six feet tall, weighs 160 
pounds, and has light blue eyes and 
dark brown hair. Finds it hard to 
save money, and doesn’t own a yacht. 
Barthelmess owns one, however, which 
is just as good. ‘‘Nonchalant’’ de- 
scribes him to perfection. 








For Your Lobby 


Use enlarged heads of Powell 
supplemented by those of 
Evelyn Brent and Evalyn Knapp. 
The drawing on the cover of 
this merchandising plan will 
make an excellent enlarge- 
ment. Have it colored by your 
artist and for lobby and also 
use it for a marquee cut-out if 
possible. Use the catchlines 
from the ads on all the frames. 
Use the 40 x 60 enlargement 
of Powell’s biography, sug- 
gested elsewhere on this page, 
mounted in a suitable frame. 


THE VITAPHONE 
TALKING TRAILER 
IS THE MOST 
IMPORTANT PART 
OF YOUR CAMPAIGN! 
GET IT FROM 


YOUR LOCAL 
EXCHANGE AND 
START RUNNING IT 
AT LEAST ONE 
WEEK IN ADVANCE 
OF YOUR OPENING! 





| BANNERS AND DRAPES | 


|S SESSA. 9 PRET Se PIA ee eS © 


WILLIAM 


OWELL 


HIGH _ PRESSURE 


EVELYN BRENT 
A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 





MARQUEE DRAPE designed 
purposely for hanging under the 
marquee or over the lobby en- 
trance. Also makes an excel- 
lent exit banner. Size 6 ft. by 
30 inches. Printed on strong 
canvas in brilliant colors. Comes 
with eyelets ready for hanging. 
PRICE $2.75 EACH 
WILLIAM 


Excellent for marquee and lobby 
im 


hanging. Size: 20=- by 730 
HIGH PRESSURE 


inches and printed on strong, 
durable canvas. Comes with 
eyelets. Brilliant colors. 


PRICE 50c EACH 


A WARNER BROS. PICTURE 





DO NOT ORDER BANNERS OR DRAPES FROM EXCHANGE! 
AVAILABLE ONLY FROM 
METRO FLAG-BANNER CO. 
2 EAST 23rd STREET NEW YORK, N. Y. 
Send Cash With Order or C.O.D. 





COLORTONE EFFECT 








¥ 


Tie-up Stills 

A little ‘‘High Pressure’ on 
your part and the whole town 
can be made aware of the fact 
that you are playing this pic- 
ture. Contact your shops with 
these stills and convince them 
of the increased interest cre- 
ated by the star photos in their 
windows. This type of display 
tie-up is effective in lending 
impetus to your entire adver- 
tising campaign. Following are 
the stills to be used for the 
various shops. Order by num- 
ber from Warner Bros. Still 
Dept., 321 West 44th Street, 
N.Y.C. Price 10c per Still. 


WILLIAM POWELL 


later ect Powell 13,.17, 24, 33 
Cab ee Powell 12, 31 
POlOsSNilteeaweie ere es Powell 14 
Cigar bigiters 62 Powell 15 


Dressings ROG. = Nae ie 
..Powell 21, 26, Pub. U, Pub. W 


Bipen = ee Powell 12, 31, 32 


EVALYN KNAPP 
Afternoon Dress. ...E.K. Pub. A7, 
EKG Pub=Al3; -E-KPub.<9. EK: 
3 ea Ee A Ee Opies 0355 
EK 64;-E:-K-71 
EVe>DreSS.s eae kn 
ie OEE Kee RE Kee las ea) 43 


jewelry. E.K. 99, E.K. 103 


bingerid <n hhc AS 1, EK 132, 
E.R. 409, KR 30, Bk. TOO, 
ERIE ERE 226 


Bridal Gowns 
pet Cri a Sy alee Ges) pai heel al es bys! 


EVELYN BRENT 
EVe SD ReSS Ss et H.P. 98 
POWAY a a as ELP==38 





Novelty Eyeglass 
For The Kids 


This is a very effective nov- 





Make your screen presentation artistic 
and colorful with this atmospheric effect, 
elaborately colored, beautifully created. 
4x5—Colored positive only $2.00 
—Set (positive and negative) 3.00 


3 Yax4—_Colored positive only 1.50 


elty which should go over great 
with the kids. The rim of the 
specs is made of a good quality 
cardboard and the lenses are of 
rose colored gelatine paper. 
The copy is smart and ties in 
directly with the picture. Give 
them to the children attending 
your Saturday matinee. 

Price complete with Theatre 
imprint and playdate $10 
per M. Order direct from 


EXPLOITATION PRINTERS 
20-26 West 22nd St. N. Y. C. 





Se-Ling Hosiery 
Tie-up 


We have arranged a tie-up 
with the Walter T. Fred 
Hosiery Mills of Nashville, 
Tenn., manufacturers and dis- 
tributors of Se-Ling Hosiery, 
whereby their 10,000 distribu- 
tors will cooperate with local 
exhibitors for the exploitation 
of “High Pressure,” in which 
Evalyn Knapp wears Se-Ling 
Hosiery. 

Go to your local Se-Ling dis- 
tributor and work out stunts 
and ideas that will be of mutual 
benefit. The distributors have 
been advised of this tie-up and 
have also been supplied with 
accessories to supplement it. 

Arrange for window displays. 
Make cutouts of Evalyn Knapp 
for the center of the window. 
Dress up the display with stills. 
Use the window card supplied 
by Se-Ling to their distribu- 
tors. If you run a contest 
of any kind make Se-Ling 
Hosiery one of the prizes. Have 
the merchant insert a herald 
in each pair of Se-Ling hose he 
sells. You'll find Se-Ling dis- 
tributors more than willing to 
cooperate with you on a re- 
ciprocity basis. 

For further information on 
this tie-up write to Walter T. 
Fred Hosiery Mills, Nashville, 
Tenn. for complete details and 
press sheet. Once you have 
established contact with local 
merchants, you can use it again 
for the exploitation of Warner 
Bros. and First National Pic- 
tures which feature other stars 
in this tremendous tie-up. 


Crowd Gathering 
Street Stunt 


Use regular pitch man type 
of peddler who carries suitcase 
and tripod and sets it up 
whenever the cop isn’t around. 
Have him protected with police 
but let him act as though he 
were watching out for cop as 
he sets up tripod and suitcase. 
As he looks around he begins 
an initial spiel to get a crowd. 
around him. Then he goes into 
the high-powered spiel, talks a 
few minutes, opens suitcase 
and hands out stock shares as 
described elsewhere on _ this 
page. As crowd disperses he 
folds up case and tripod and 
moves to another spot. 









—Set (positive and negative) 2.25 
Order by Number N-183 
NATIONAL STUDIOS, INC. 
226 WEST 56th STREET, NEW YORK, N. Y. 


Be sure to specify size and send remittance with 
order to avoid parcel post and C.O.D. charges. 


See the world through rose colored glasses ... with 


Feats WILLIAM. POWELL STRANDTHEATRE St" 


Feb-18 
“HIGH 
PRESSURE” 













STRAND THEATR 










You'll Love Him! 
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STOCK CERTIFICATE THROWAWAY 


A clever adaptation of the stock gag has been worked out 
as shown above. You can give these out in the streets or mail 
them to your regular list. The certificate itself is printed on 
a colored paper, size 8 by 9 and it looks very much like 
a real share of stock. Price complete with theatre imprint 
and playdate $4.50 per M. Order direct from 


EXPLOITATION PRINTERS 20-26 West 22nd St., N. Y. C. 








RUBBER CHECK GAG 


The credit for the ingenious novelty below goes to Hal 
Salzman of the New York Strand. He had them passed out 
along Broadway and they aroused plenty of interest as well as 
laughs. Everybody who gets one is bound to show it to his 
friends. They are made up on a fine grade rubber and are the 
same size and shape as a regular check.. Price $12.50 per M 
for first 5M, $10. per M for each additional M. Order direct 
from | 2a 


EXPLOITATION PRINTERS 


~ | eS 





20-26 West 22nd St., N. Y. C. 





A No. 7-11 April Ist, 1932 
£4 a ae ear 
sos = 

222% £2) FLEECEM & GYPEM 
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© ae wi = ra is Ph a of Cash $ 10,000 
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Bis 3 HIGH PRESSURE RUBBER CO. 
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Serambled Star 


Contest 

Get in on the latest movie 
fan craze! The scrambled star 
type of contest which has sud- 
denly taken the country by 
storm. Photoplay Magazine, 
one of the leading fan maga- 
zines of the country... The 
New York Daily News... The’ 
New York Evening Graphic. . . 
to mention a few, have worked 
this stunt with startling re- 
sults. 

The idea is for you to run in 
your most widely circulated 
paper a series of four cutout 





photos of the leading stars in 
“High Pressure” with a little 
hint as to what pictures he ap- 
peared in last and in what pic- 
ture he will appear in at your 
theatre. Note illustration. The 
readers are to arrange the 
pieces so that they make a 
complete picture of the star. 

The four photos are then to 
be sent to the paper with 
a fifty word letter on ‘The 
Movie Star | Like Best.’ The 
prizes are to be awarded for 
the neatest solution of all four 
puzzles combined with the best 
letter. 

A set of four photos on Wil- 
liam Powell, Evelyn Brent, 
Evalyn Knapp and George Sid- 
ney may be bought from War- 
ner Bros. Still Dept., 321 West 
44th Street, N.Y. Cc. - 


Telephone Tie-up 
Induce your local telephone 
company branch office to share 
its window with you during 
your run of “High Pressure,” as 
most of the big deals put over 
by William Powell are made 
through use of the phone. Use 
stills of William Powell in the 
window as well as scenes from 
the picture which make a dis- 
play of telephones. Copy for 
window card should read: 
Reach out and get that 
extra business. A ten cent 
call may be worth a hundred 
dollars business to you. See 
how WILLIAM POWELL 
does it in his latest picture 
HIGH PRESSURE now play- 
ing at the STRAND. 


Tie-up With News- 
papers on “High 
Pressure” News 


Service 


Secure the cooperation of 
your newspaper with a “‘High 
Pressure’ news service which 
will pave the way for future 
newspaper tie-ups and con- 
tests. For week in advance 
of showing of “‘High Pressure”’ 
flash slides of the latest news 
between show breaks. Explain 
that this is an example of 
“high pressure’ news service 
furnished by the paper, tag- 
ging trailer for William Powell 
in “High Pressure.”’ 

Get the news before the 
show breaks by phone from the 
paper office. Make up slides 
in brief, newsy language and 
throw on screen with explan- 
ation that this news came over 
the wires only fifteen minutes 
previously. Credit the news- 
paper and explain that the 
service has been inspired by the 
picture. 

Your relations with the 
newspaper will be cemented 
and you can maintain this ser- 
vice continuously to the advan- 
tage of both yourself and the 
paper, the paper giving you 
daily stories during first week 
of the service. 


Newspaper 
Serialization 


By arrangement with Screen 
Romances, you can now secure 
the rights to publish the fic- 
tionization of “‘High Pressure’”’ 
in your local newspaper. Here 
is the method :— 

Get a copy of the March 
issue of “Screen Romances’”’ in 
which you will find the story 
of “High Pressure” in fiction 
form. Sell the idea to your 
local newspaper editor of run- 
ning the story with illustrations 
(stills at your local exchange) 
prior to, or during the showing 
of “High Pressure’ at your 
theatre. 

CREDIT MUST BE GIVEN 
TO “SCREEN ROMANCES” 
BY THE NEWSPAPER. 

To make this tie-up more 
effective, you should announce 
on your screen that through the 
courtesy of Screen Romances 
the Daily Star will run the 
story of ‘“‘High Pressure’ in its 
columns. Give the date of pub- 
lication as well as your play- 
date. This © announcement 
could be in the form of a 
trailer and added to the end of 
the regular trailer on this pic- 
ture. Running the story in 
your newspaper without credit 
to ‘Screen Romances’ is 
strictly prohibited. 


PUBLICITY 


ADVANCE STORIES — REVIEWS — FOLLOW-UP STORIES — FEATURES — SHORTS — SCENE CUTS 








your L. story 


This story contains complete 
information about “High 
Pressure” and is known to 
showmen as a “routine story.” 





A brand new William Powell — a 
smooth and delightful comedian — is 
revealed in ‘‘High Pressure,’’ the 
Warner Bros. production which opens 
Next yes. athens = eee 
Theatre. It is a story of slick stock 
promoters and their fast-stepping 
ladies and presents Powell in the most 
dynamic characterization of his career. 

He has some of the attributes of a 
Ponzi and of Get-Rich-Quick-Wal- 
lingford, but is more of an irrepressible 
and irresponsible nature, boyish, lov- 
ing fun, pleasure and luxury, and 
altogether lovable himself, despite his 
many delinquencies. It is a role that 
reveals the poised and heretofore vil- 
lainous Powell as a high class com- 
edian. 

The story deals with characters who 
are generous and good hearted, but so 
irresponsible and. so anxious to get 
rich quickly that they scale pretty 
close to the border line of the law. 

The fast and furious sequences of 
“High Pressure’ are laid in Manhat- 
tan—in gorgeous skyscraper offices— 
in Harlem night clubs—Turkish baths 
— speakeasies — thronging streets — 
and the pier of a great ocean liner. 
Credit for the breath-taking tempo of 
“High Pressure’ goes to Director Mer- 
vyn LeRoy, who recently did ‘“‘Little 
Caesar,”’ ‘‘Local Boy Makes Good’’ and 
“Five Star Final.” 

The picture is realistic in the ex- 
treme, being a slice of life taken from 
the heart of Manhattan with its luxury 
loving promoters, and its vast horde of 
suckers taken from every walk of life; 
the rich and the poor, the wise and the 
gullible alike. 

Without doubt the Powell fans will 
universally applaud the choice of such 
a vehicle for their favorite, a drama 
that will make audiences gasp with 
excitement and surprise. 

The production has been richly and 
accurately dressed as to setting, and 
the Powell support is superb. Evelyn 
Brent, Evalyn Knapp, George Sidney, 
Guy Kibbee, Harry Beresford, John 
Wray, Luis Alberni, Charles Judels, 
young Ben Alexander, Allison Skip- 
worth, Harold Waldridge, Bobby Wat- 
son and Frank McHugh stand out in 
the cast. Besides, a wealth of beauty 
is provided by the Misses Brent and 
Knapp, Polly Walters, Lilian Bond, 
Marion Byron and several other Hol- 
lywood peaches. 

The production was adapted to the 
screen by Joe Jackson from a novel by 
S. J. Peters. 
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Powell and Brent Re- 
United For First Time 
Since ‘‘Interference”’ 








Back in the days when the talking 


picture was.a squawking baby — re- 
membered vividly by Hollywood as the 
“bark ages’? — William Powell and 


Evelyn Brent were co-featured in an 
early speakie, ‘“‘Interference.” 


Today they are reunited in a pic- 
ture for the first time since that film. 
Powell, remembering the pleasant as- 
sociation, made early use of the privi- 
leges accompanying his new stardom at 
Warner Brothers, and asked for her as 
his leading lady in ‘‘High Pressure,’’ 
MOWsal= tess. 6 ae Theatre. 

“The talkies have changed some, 
since the days of our first, haven't 
they?”’ Bill commented the first day 
of production, and Evelyn, looking 
around the spacious sound stage, 
agreed, ‘‘Rather!’’ 

““ ‘Interference’ was made in a stage 
that compared favorably in size with a 
bandbox. No one except actors, di- 
rector and crew were permitted en- 
trance. Not even the executives were 
admitted while actual recording was 
in progress. Now visitors at the 
studios are frequent. 

“While the improvement in the 
Vitaphone since those early experi- 
ments has been almost unbelievable,”’ 
Powell says, ‘‘I think the greatest step 
forward has been in the way directors 
have been able to adapt it to motion 
picture needs. In less than five years, 
they already feel perfectly at home in 
the new medium. 

“ ‘Interference,’ you remember, was 
a famous stage play. It was trans- 
ferred to the screen almost intact— 
they practically shot it as it was pro- 
duced on the stage. The whole action 
took place on two or three small sets.”’ 

““ “High Pressure’ is based on a full- 
length novel. Our sets not only in- 
clude lavish office buildings and apart- 
ments, speakeasies and hotels, but 
mammoth out-of-doors shots, such as 
was required for a long sequence in 
which | hunt for Miss Brent all along 
the wharf and piers just before she 
sails from New York for South Am- 
erica. Thousands of people milling 
around, the lapping of the water, 
shouting of porters, whistling of boats 
—these do not stop the powerful ear 
of the mike now from recording each 
bit of dialogue. ‘Interference’ was a 
wonderful picture, but to compare it 
with ‘High Pressure’ is like lining a 
1915 Haynes alongside a 1932 model 
Cane 

Besides Powell and Miss Brent, 
“High Pressure’ features Evalyn 
Knapp, Guy Kibbee, Ruth Hall, Lilian 
Bond, George Sydney, Alison Skip- 
worth, John Wray and Polly Walters. 
Mervyn LeRoy is directing, 
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Powell Says Marriage Will 
Not Interfere With 
Friendship For Barthel-- 
mess And Colman 








What William Powell, who is star- 
ring in “High Pressure’ at the ..... 
Theatre, cannot understand is (a) 
why people should think his marrying 
Carole Lombard would break up the 
palship of Richard Barthelmess, Ron- 
ald Colman and himself; and (b) why 
should the fact that three men like 
and respect each other be of public 
moment? 


It is the environment, perhaps, that 
has made these three outstanding male 
stars and their friendship the wonder 
of the colony itself. Because of it, 
they have been called the ‘Three Mus- 
keteers,”’ high-hat, highbrow, snob- 
bish and aloof. 


Their tennis battles, their fishing 
trips and their boxing bouts have be- 
come legends. 


Others of the colony — some of 
them stars as important as they— 
have tried to pierce their exclusiveness 
and have failed. Interviewers and pho- 
tographers have stormed their fast- 
nesses in vain. 


And that anyone in 
should flee publicity and the oppor- 
tunity to talk about themselves seemed 
prima facie evidence that somebody in 
the trio must be daffy. Yet, it was 
hard to believe that three such strong 
personalities as Colman, the taciturn, 
Barthelmess, the strong, and Powell, 
the suave, could be that way. Their 
bankrolls would be sufficient testi- 
mony to their clear and purposeful 
thinking. 


Hollywood 


So it must be something else that 


. would account for their shunning of 


the crowd. The answer probably lies 
in the single word—Understanding. 


A clue to this mental kinship may - 


lie in this remark from Powell: 


“1 think our friendship lies in the 
fact that we speak the same language 
—vocal or silent. When we converse, 
there are no awkward pauses. But 
even when we sit for hours before a 
fire—none of us saying anything— 
the thing is understood, there is no 
wondering of what the others may be 
thinking; there is no straining to make 
conversation when there is nothing to 
say.” 

He spoke of the great test of 
friendship between himself, Barthel- 


mess and Colman—that business of 
being able to sit together for long 
stretches without speaking. 

“ve wondered,’ he volunteered, 
“what makes three individuals as con- 
genial as we have been. On my side, 
| can find the basis in my gratitude 
to both the boys—to Dick especially. 
He first got me interested in pictures; 
he gave me my first good part; he fol- 
lowed that up by getting other people 
interested in my work —he’s been 
tireless in his efforts to see that | got 
the breaks. 

“I’m not an especially keen observer 
of psychological affairs, nor do | like 
to talk too much about a matter as 
dear to me as this three-way friend- 
ship. But, | would say, if forced to 
an analysis, that understanding of each 
other and the ability to be in tune, 
conversationally or otherwise, plus the 
willingness of each to go to Hell, if 
necessary, for the other two, is why 
our friendship began and is. | can- 
not understand how marital happiness 
can conflict with this comradeship.” 

Supporting Powell in “High Pres- 
SUles2 ate thes See ee Theatre 
are Evelyn Brent, George Sidney and 
Evelyn Knapp. 
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Mrs. Powell Okays ~ 
Bill’s Latest Role 








Carole Lombard, who, in addition 
to being William Powell’s bride, is his 
severest critic, believes his portrayal of 
Gar Evans, blue sky stock promoter in 
“High Pressure’’—his second Warner 
Bros. and Vitaphone starring vehicle, 
which comes the =<). ere 
Theatre tomorrow—to be by far the 
best of his career. 

Mr. Powell and Miss Lombard were 
married several months ago, immedi- 
ately following the completion of his 
“The Road To Singapore.’”’ The lovely 
screen actress was on the Warner- 
First National lot as an interested on- 
looker, whenever absence from her 
own set was possible. She especially 
likes her husband’s role in “High 
Pressure,’ because it gives scope for 
his genius for comedy, unlike the ma- 
jority of his previous roles, which have 
stressed the melodramatic. Powell, 
himself, is rather inclined to believe 
that she is right. Critics who pre- 
viewed the picture are sure she is. 

Those who support the star in this 
breath-taking travesty on the gentle 
art of bucketeering are Evelyn Brent, 
George Sidney, John Wray, Guy Kib- 
bee, Evalyn Knapp, Polly Walters, 
Frank McHugh, Luis Alberni, Ben 
Alexander, Harold Waldridge and an 
army of extra characters. The inspired 
direction is by Mervyn Le Roy, who 
recently did ‘“‘Little Caesar,’ ‘‘Local 
Boy Makes Good’? and ‘Five Star 
Final.” 
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New Powell Film 
Here Today 


“High Pressure,’? William Powell’s 
second picture for Warner Bros., comes 
ROcthe= ee Theatre tomor- 
FOWSTOr-A=run- Ol nr eee eS days. 
Advance reports from Coast preview- 
ers hail this flim as a new departure 
for the popular star,. an entirely dif- 
ferent type of role which should win 
him many followers. 

For his last few appearances Powell 
has played the part of a ladies man 
or gigolo. Before that he specialized 
in playing Philo Vance, the famous 
detective, or other characters mixed 
up in underworld doings. At all times 
he has been suave, debonair and 
polished. In ‘“‘High Pressure,’’ how- 
ever, he is reported to be a man of 
action, a fast talking, fast working 
super-salesman, a sort of combina- 
tion Get-Rich-Quick Wallingford and 
Raffles. He shifts from Wall Street 
stock rooms to Park Avenue boudoirs 
without even changing his pace. 

Supporting Powell in this fast tempo 
drama are Evelyn Brent, who played 
opposite him in ‘‘Interference,’”’ one 
of the first talkies; George Sidney, the 
popular comedian returning to the 
screen after a long absence; Guy Kib- 
bee, Evalyn Knapp, Maurice Black, 
Bobby Watson, Frank McHugh, Polly 
Walters, Ben Alexander, John Wray 
and several others. Mervyn LeRoy, 
youthful director of “Little Caesar’ 
and “‘Five Star Final,’ produced ‘‘High 
Pressure,”” which augurs well for its 
entertainment value. 
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Powell Supported 
By Fine Cast 


William Powell, who comes to the 
ete Ne atrer ce. 
next in “High Pressure,’’ the Warner 
Bros. and Vitaphone production which 
is his second starring picture for the 
present producers, is supported in 
this fast moving satire on modern 
bucketeering methods by a cast which 
includes Evelyn Brent, George Sidney, 
John Wray, Guy Kibbee, Evalyn 
Knapp, Polly Walters, Frank Mc- 
Hugh, Luis Alberni, Ben Alexander 
and Harold Waldridge. Mervyn Le- 
Roy, who recently did ‘Little Caesar,” 
“Local Boy Makes Good’”’ and ‘‘Five 
Star Final’? directed ‘‘High Pressure.” 


Bill, Dick, Ronald Dubbed 
Three Movie Musketeers 


Bill Powell, starring in “‘High Pres- 
sure,” his second Warner Bros. and 
Vitaphone picture, with Dick Barthel- 
mess and Ronald Colman, are known 
as the Three Musketeers of the Movies 
on account of their staunch friendship. 
Powell and Barthelmess, at first an- 
tagonistic, become pals on a trip to 
Havana for the filming of ‘‘The Bright 
Shawl.”” “High Pressure,’’ coming to 
LU lcks Soe aaa Theatre, presents 
Powell as a blue sky stock promoter, 
a comedy role of tremendous appeal. 
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George Sidney Returns 
To The Talking Screen 


George Sidney, one of America’s 
most beloved comedians, makes his 
return to the screen in ‘‘High Pres- 
sure,” the William Powell starring 
picture coming=to-the 3... - 2. 
Thegive: next: a Sidney 
won popularity by his great portrayals 
in ‘‘Potash and Perlmutter’? on both 
stage and screen as well as the many 
“Cohens and Kellys’? comedies in 
which he was featured with Charlie 
Murray. He has been absent from 
pictures for a number of months, but 
with the release of ‘‘High Pressure’ 
will no doubt win back his old follow- 
ing, for he has a tailor-made charac- 
terization. In addition to George Sid- 


ney, the supporting cast for the 
Powell picture includes Evelyn Brent, 
Evalyn Knapp, Guy Kibbee and a long 
list of familiar featured players. Mer- 
vyn LeRoy directed. 


Powell In New Comedy 


In “‘High Pressure,’’ coming to the 
ee +heatre 75/5... Fs 
second picture on the Warner Bros. 
program, William Powell plays a serio- 
comic stock promoter, revealing a fine 
comedy talent in sharp contrast to his 
suave villainy. The two elements are 
mixed in about equal proportions. 


Beauty and comedy brains surround 
Mr. Powell, who has for his leading 
women Evelyn Brent and Evalyn 
Knapp, with lovely Ruth Hall, Polly 
Walters, Geraldine Barten and Shirley 
Chambers in minor roles. Such com- 
edy experts as George Sidney, Bobby 
Watson, Guy Kibbee, Luis Alberni, 
Charles Judels and Harry Beresford 
also are in the cast. Mervyn Le Roy 
directed. 


Evelyn Brent 
A Book Worm 


Evelyn Brent, who will appear at 
Lan Rapes Seater eer Theatre: 3. 
opposite William Powell in his War- 
ner Bros, production, ‘‘High Pressure,”’ 
has one of the finest libraries in Holly- 
wood. Evelyn is a well-known collec- 
tor of rare books. Among her most 
prized possessions are a first edition 
of Mark Twain’s ‘‘Huckleberry Finn’; 
Sir James Barrie’s ‘‘Sentimental Tom- 
my’’; Sarah Bernhardt’s ‘‘Memoirs Of 
My Life,’ now out of print; all of 
James Stephens and Liam O’Flagherty; 
a few John Galsworthy novels and 
plays, and many others. 


Hollywood Mystery 
Solved 


The Hollywood film colony was a 
bit puzzled recently by the reluctance 
of William Powell to accept invita- 
tions to attend any of the film capi- 
tol’s social activities. Bill, in fact, 
played the part of a complete hermit 
for two weeks, leaving his home only 
to visit the studio. With the release 
of ‘‘High Pressure,” his latest Warner 
picture, however, the reason for his 
seclusion is quite evident. In the early 
part of this film the star is seen in a 
drunken stupor in a speakeasy, the 


finale of a debauch which lasted many 
days. He is unkempt and unshaven. 
Rather than trust to make-up and false 
whiskers for this all-important se- 
quence, Powell choose to grow a 
week’s beard. And rather than go 
about scaring children and getting a 
reputation for slovenliness, Bill de- 
cided to spend a few quiet nights at 
home with wife Carole Lombard. 
“High Pressure” with Evelyn Brent, 
Evalyn Knapp, George Sidney and a 
big cast of well-known players sup- 
porting Powell, will come to the 
eer e see Theatre: next 5275 oe, 





Powell In First Film 
Since Marriage 


Has married life changed William 
Powell? Powell fans are looking for- 
ward with anticipation to his latest 
picture, ‘“‘High Pressure,’’ which is 
coming to the screen of the ....... 
PREAE oo e The last ap- 
pearance of this star was in ‘‘Road To 
Singapore,”’ which directly preceded 
his marriage to Carole Lombard. The 
question of whether or not married 
life has wrought any changes in his 
characterizations will be answered 
when you see his new picture. 


Review 


William Powell Does Best 
Work As “High Pressure’”’ 
Stock Salesman In Fast- 
Moving Bucketeering 
Comedy 





William Powell amazed and de- 
lighted patrons of the ........... 
Theatre last night in ‘‘High Pressure,” 
his second Warner Bros. and Vita- 
phone starring vehicle, by a cyclonic 
comedy characterization, utterly at 
variance with the melodramatic roles 
which ‘have made him famous. 


Recognized as a past master, not 
only in the portrayal of suave men 
of the world, but of sodden derelicts 
—NMr. Powell, as the Gar Evans of 
“High Pressure,’ is given a chance 
to play both dandy and down-and- 
outer, but this resemblance applies to 
externals only. The real Gar Evans 
is unique, conscienceless, aggravat- 
ing, lovable, ludicrous, eloquent, com- 
pelling, nonchalant, he is as gaily ap- 
preciative of a bottle, for solace, in 
times of depression, as he is for buy- 
ers, when his latest bamboozling bal- 
loon is on the rise. 


Gar Evans, in short, is king of all 
blue sky stock promoters, most adept 
of all moderns in the gentle art of 
bucketeering. ‘‘High Pressure’ first 
discloses him as his aide rouses him 
from unshaven slumber to introduce a 
new financial angel who has just 
bought an invention purporting to con- 
vert sewage into marketable rubber. 
Gar the garish, sky-rockets to atten- 
tion—rents vast and magnificent sky- 
scraper quarters—dolls himself up in 
the latest Park Avenue togs—hires a 
huge staff—and proceeds to harangue 
the suckers on the virtues of his vir- 
tueless stocks, with such convincing 
eloquence that he all but believes his 
lies are truth. 


When a rival company threatens 


legal proceedings—when the ‘inven- 
tor’ turns out to be a lunatic—when 
two pretty ladies begin to battle over 
the big boss —- when one of them 
elopes with a sheik and her shares— 
at the critical moment when the rival 
company offers to buy him out you’ll 
see comedy that you'll be talking 
about for many a day. 


Mervyn Le Roy, who recently di- 
rected “‘Little Caesar,” ‘‘Local Boy 
Makes Good’ and ‘‘Five Star Final’ 
directs ‘‘High Pressure’? with his ac- 
customed verve. The capable cast in- 
cludes Evelyn Brent, George Sidney, 
John Wray, Guy Kibbee, Evalyn Knapp, 
Polly Walters, Frank McHugh, Luis 
Alberni, Ben Alexander, Harold Wald- 
ridge and a host of picturesque extra 
characters. 


Don’t miss Bill Powell in uproarious 
“High Pressure.” 
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Powell Had Long 
Fight To Stardom 





William Powell, now drawing de- 
lighted ctowds to the ..-.. 3 
Theatre, where he is appearing in 
“High Pressure,’’ his second Warner 
Bros. and Vitaphone starring vehicle, 
reached the top only after long years 
of hard work and harder knocks. 


It was the praise he received for his 
portrayal of Jack Absolute in an ama- 
teur production of ‘‘The Rivals,’ at 
Central High School in St. Louis, Mis- 
souri, that decided*him to be an ac- 
tor. His parents objected but the lad 
worked as a telephone messenger and 
a theatre usher and saved with the 
idea of entering the American Academy 
of Dramatic Arts in New York. Feel- 
ing that his wad was growing too 
slowly he communicated with a rich 
aunt, who gave him half of what he 
asked to borrow, and he beat it for 
the Big Town. 


After a term at the Academy his 
money was gone and he took a tem- 
porary job while scouting for a_ part. 
His first was in ‘‘Ne’er Do Well’’ at 
forty dollars per week. When the 
play closed he was again on his up- 
pers till “Within The Law” kept him 
busy for two years. Next he was seen - 
with Leo Dietrichstein in two plays— 
and in his first outstanding success, 
“Spanish. Love.” 


His entry into pictures came with 
his portrayal of the villain in ‘‘Sher- 
lock Holmes’? with John Barrymore, 
“When Knighthood Was In Flower.” 
“The Bright Shawl’ and ‘‘Romola”’ 
followed, and three years in stock, 
with films as a side line. It was the 
talkies, Powell says, that made him a 
star, for he was permitted to depart 
slightly from the sinister roles in 
which he had been cast, when pro- 
ducers heard his voice. He is grand 
as the blue sky stock promoter in 
“High Pressure.” Evelyn Brent, Eva- 
lyn Knapp, Guy Kibbee, John Wray 
and many others are in the cast. Mer- 
vyn Le Roy directed. 


y= day of run 





Mervyn Le Roy Becomes 
A Magician Of The 
Megaphone 





Mervyn Le Roy, youthful director 
of “High Pressure,’’ now playing at 
LL, aaa nee as Theatre, has lately 
become as popular with screen audi- 
ences as the stars whom he directs. 
It seems strange that Mervyn, whose 
face is never seen on the screen should 
actually receive fan mail, but this is 
the case and he is as much surprised 
as anyone. His fans are not limited 
solely to moviegoers, however, for 
after his five straight hits, namely, 
“Little Caesar,”” in which Edw. G. 
Robinson started his rise to success; 
“Local Boy Makes Good,” ‘‘Five Star 
Final,” “Tonight Or Never’ and ‘‘High 
Pressure,”” the screen’s finest are 
clamoring to be directed by Mervyn 
Le Roy. Waning stars wanting to re- 
turn to the spotlight and popular 
favorites, striving to hold their popu- 
larity, are all soliciting his services. 
With the Warner Studios working. at 
a break-neck pace on an already pre- 
pared schedule however, he has little 
time to take up any of these offers. 
At present he is making the cinematic 
version of ‘‘Mendel, Inc.’’ with Smith 
and Dale. 


oD rd day of run 


Powell Film Debut Was 
In John Barrymore’s 
“Sherlock Holmes” 


William Powell, now drawing record 
crowds:*to-the:. 2-5. Theatre in 
“High Pressure,” his second Warner 
Bros. and Vitaphone starring vehicle, 
made his first screen appearance as the 
villain in ‘Sherlock Holmes”’ with John 
Barrymore. 

From then on he remained in films 
with brief returns to the stage. Among 
his early screen successes were ‘‘When 
Knighthood Was in Flower,’”’ ‘‘The 
Bright Shawl” and ‘‘Romola.”’ Since 
then he has steadily won favor 
in many films in which he was either 
the suave man of the world or the 
tattered outcast. It was the advent 
of talking pictures which, by adding 
the magnetism of the voice to his 
other talents, made his rise to star- 
dom swift and. sure. 

“High Pressure’ presents him in a 
breathtaking comedy characterization 
as a blue sky stock salesman, and 
wildcat promoter, who hits the high 
spots of the Big Town, and whether 
drunk or sober, is nonchalant and en- 
thusiastically on the lookout for new 
adventures. Quite different from 
earlier portrayals, the Gar Evans of 
Mr. Powell is an actionful portrait, 
the sort that we all like. 

Those who support William Powell 
in “High Pressure’? are Evelyn Brent, 
George Sidney, John Wray, Guy Kib- 
bee, Evalyn Knapp, Polly Walters, 
Frank McHugh, Luis Alberni, Ben 
Alexander and Harold Waldridge. The 
breath-taking travesty on modern 
bucketeering methods was directed by 
Mervyn Le Roy. 
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Powell Drops Ladies’ Man 
Roles For New Type 





Bill Powell, who appears in ‘“‘High 
Pressure’ atthe > ...253.° Theatre, 
has left the ranks of ladies’ men. The 
public doesn’t lose its qualified vil- 
lains as easily as it used to, and from 
Maine to Florida and New Mexico 
to Washington the calls have been 
coming in to the 
Bros- 
First National 
studios to let 







3 and he-man ac- 


fans. 
¢ They’ve been 
* demanding big- 
ger and better 
roles for their 
big, suave-look- 
ing hero for a 


William. Powell 


Cut No. 21 
Cut 15c Mat 5c 


great many years, and it isn’t beyond: 


the realm of possibility that they will 
keep on demanding for a great many 
years to come, movie tastes being as 
varied as they are. 


There may be some of you who re- 
member a picture in which Bill figured 
as a very wicked villain indeed, a pic- 
ture called ‘‘Sea Horses,’’ in which he 
got very drunk and very dirty, and 
nearly spoiled Florence Vidor’s life. 


But there was one little scene in 
the picture in which he wasn’t either 
drunk or dirty. It was a little scene 
set in an Italian park, and Bill was 
cast in the role of the young lover 
of the delectable, but wholly upright 
Florence. It went so big that the fan 
mail for several weeks didn’t talk 
about anything but this particular 
scene, 


It wasn’t long after this that Philo 
Vance came into being. There is no 
question in anyone’s mind but that 
as Philo, Bill was a complete success. 
The only trouble was that Bill him- 
self tired of the role. 


A New York newspaperman with a 
smashing idea landed on the West 
Coast lot and ‘‘Street Of Chance’ was 
made. Yes, it was the first of the 
gang pictures that had that terrific 
thrill, that last minute punch that 
ended in such examples as ‘‘The Pub- 
lic Enemy”’ and ‘“‘Little Caesar,’ etc. 
But there were also some scenes in 
the picture which you may or may not 
remember. A scene or two between 
Powell and Kay Francis that were re- 
markable for the delicacy of their 
handling. 


Critics, with no better words at 
their command, called them love 
scenes. Perhaps they were. But be- 
hind their birth lies a curious story. 

Bill Powell always feels embarrassed 
at the thought of making a love scene. 
He doesn’t like to make a show of 
love. He isn’t alone in that course. 
Your average Anglo-Saxon shines very 
palely at the business of galloping off 
with a lady’s heart—a business that 
has natural adepts among the Latins 


by thousands. He generally does it 
sans flowery speeches, hand kissing, 
kneeling or even “‘pawing.”’ 


When Bill Powell followed this 
method in ‘‘Street Of Chance,” the 
public, at the moment gorged on hot 
Latin Lovers and weary to the soul of 
them, found in his diffidence and shy- 
ness a new kind of lover who struck 
their fancy. They demanded more. 


The studio tried, but what they got 
was something as dangerous in its way 
as could be imagined. They made a 
lady killer of him—and even some- 
thing more than a lady killer. They 
made him prey upon women. 


Obeying the dictates of the studio 
masters in lending himself for roles 
he found unconvincing, Powell opened 
himself to the criticism of the people 
he had a right to expect understand- 
ing from—the critics and the fans 
who had been such faithful friends 
for years. For twelve or thirteen years 
now he had been wont to have the 
support of the critics, even when the 
picture he happened to be playing in 
didn’t. It hurt a little to have them 
misunderstand. 


The change to a new studio—War- 
ner Bros.—gave him the opportunity 
he wanted to play varied roles. And 
his first picture for them, ‘Road To 
Singapore’’ was a beginning. 

His next, ‘‘High Pressure,’’ coming 
to=the == PEheatte ; 
he made under the skillful direction 
of the young director of ‘“‘Little 
Caesar’ and ‘Five Star Final,’’ Mer- 
vyn Le Roy. Powell returns in this 
to the role of the Robin Hood type of 
civic buccaneer whom his audiences 
can like while they fear him. 


“It’s like coming home,’’ he says. 
“Fast lines, action—and not too much 
mush,” 


It occurred to me to ask five people 
what sort of picture they would like 
to see Powell in. 


The first one wanted him a sort of 
Wallingford, with clever lines, in that 
region between strict honesty and hon- 
est crookdom. 


The second wanted more Philo 
Vance stories with Bill as the omnis- 
cient detective. 


The third wanted straight villain 
roles for him. 


The fourth wanted him to return to 
leading man parts for a famous star. 


The fifth said he wanted to see 
something new, straight comedy, 
tinged with satire and wit—Powell to 
be either villain or hero, it didn’t 
matter which, as long as the story 
held up, and the action carried audi- 
ence appeal. 


| showed the answer to Bill Powell, 
who expressed himself as in hearty 
agreement with the last. What’s 
more, he thinks his present picture 
is going to measure up, somewhat, to 
that demand. 


And whether you’re critic or fan 
or just an indifferent movie patron, 
Bill Powell will be interested in your 
reaction. Born in him is the desire 
to please, to be a success in the work 
he has chosen as his, and has worked 
hard at for a great many years. He 
believes that ‘“‘High Pressure,’’ which 
comes: tonthe=- se: Theatre 
NOX oe es will satisfy his fan 
following and win many new ad- 
mirers. 
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Bucketeering Comedy 
Stars William Powell 


William Powell, suave menace or 
tattered down-and-outer in so many 
screen hits, makes a successful flight 
into comedy in ‘High Pressure,’’ his 
second starring vehicle under the War- 
ner banner. He plays the part of a 
high pressure stock salesman in a 
breath-taking drama of high finance 
in the frenzied background of New 
York life. Mervyn Le Roy directed. 


LeRoy Lives An 
Exemplary Life 


While making a picture, stars have 
to stay home nights to learn their 
lines. Directors have to stay, too— 
perhaps to keep their patience in leash 
and their sense of humor keen. 


Anyway, Mervyn LeRoy lives a very 
quiet life while he is directing a pic- 
ture. He never goes out nights, is in 
bed by 10 o'clock, and his diet re- 
sembles that of a football player. 


His only dissipation while making 
a picture is cigars. He never smokes 
less than eight a day and seldom more 
than 12. When he isn’t working he 
never touches cigars. 

Practically every day on the lot 
Mervyn wears a_ different slipon 
leather jacket. A secret investigation 
revealed that he is the owner of 37 
leather jackets, all varying slightly as 
to color, cut or kind of leather. 

His latest picture is ‘‘High Pres- 
sure,’ starring William Powell, for 
ratner mros. at the.) 3 faces: 
Theatre. 


Boy Star Plays 
Grown-Up Role 


The Jackie Cooper of his day, one 
of the first young screen actors able 
to produce real tears before the movie 
camera, has grown two or three feet 
taller and several years older and is 
now playing as a juvenile in the War- 
ner Bros. picture, ‘‘High Pressure,”’ 
starring William Powell, at the ..... 
Snore ee eee Theatre. 

He is Ben Alexander, named by 
D. W. Griffith as one of the three or 
four outstanding child actors of all 
time. Ben played for Griffith in ‘‘Boy 
O” Mine,”’ which the old timers are 
apt to remember. More recently, he 
had world wide citation by the critics 
for his work in ‘“‘All Quiet On The 
Western Front,” in which he played 
one of the leading roles. 





Powell In “High Pressure” 
Ends Record Run Today 


“High Pressure,’ the Warner Bros. 
and Vitaphone production which is 
the latest starring vehicle for Wil- 
liam Powell, will be seen at the 
Si een ee Theatre for the last 
showing today. Mr. Powell’s por- 
trayal of the cyclonic Gar Evans, blue 
sky stock promoter, has been greeted 
at each performance with riotous ap- 
proval. It’s just what you need for 
the blues. Mervyn Le Roy directed. 





UM RE 


Evalyn Knapp does some very fine blushing when Bill Powell tells her 
a few of his 1932 model salesman stories in “High Pressure,” the fast 


comedy at the -_-—-.----—-—---—-——--- 


ee een Oe see Theatre. 
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WILLIAM POWELL 


as he appears in “High Pressure” 
(the == Theatre 
this week. Powell is said to have an 
entirely new type of role in this 
fast-moving comedy. 


Cut No. 22 Cut 15c Mat 5c 
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LT TOR TR 


COBB CEES 


ies 





EVELYN BRENT 


The popular leading lady is seen 
opposite William Powell in “High 
Pressure. atthe 
Theatre. George Sidney and Evalyn 
Knapp are also in the cast. 
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William Powell is causing feminine hearts to beat quite a bit faster 


with his breathless escapades in “High Pressure” at the —_--__------------- 
Theatre this week. Evelyn Brent, George Sidney and Evalyn Knapp 
are in the supporting cast of this Warner picture. 


AN INFORMAL REHEARSAL 





Evalyn Knapp, Evelyn Brent and William Powell were caught by the 
prying eye of the camera as they went through their first informal 
rehearsal of High Pressure.” Director Mervyn LeRoy is seen looking 
on. The picture is now playing at the ------------------------------------ Theatre. 
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NEWSPAPER ADS 









Starts Tonight 


STRAND 


A Warner Bros. 
& Vitaphone Hit! 


Directed by 
Mervyn LeRoy 








® Go, £90 those oid scr" 400 
x CK 90 the ways of maKin? oe? 
G-go the collar 6 ** 


He’s boudoir bandit, Wall Street wolf and 
Broadway playboy all in one! His frenzied 
escapades will keep you breathless with ex- 
citement. It’s the 1932 type of screen thrill! 


PoWELL 


Burns up the screen in 


“HIGH PRESSURE™ 


with EVELYN BRENT, GEORGE SIDNEY, EVALYN KNAPP, GUY KIBBEE 
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STARTS : 
TOMORROW - 


STRAND 


TAKE IT FROM 

THEM... HE'LL 

TAKE IT FROM 
YOU! 


“He took my jewels and my 
sables, but it was worth it!” 
—MILLIE 


“All he left me were the 
holes in my stockings. Ah, 
what a man!” —HELEN 



















“He got my Rolls-Royce and 
I’m hoping he comes back 
for more.” —GERTRUDE 


“Whew! Is my face red!” 
—FRANCINE 


Here’s ONE Salesman Who 


Doesn't Have To Travel! 


A. high-powered, high-stepping, high-fly- 
ing rascal who knows where to get what 


WI | L [AM he wants—and HOW! 


OWELL 


HIGH PRESSURE 


with EVELYN BRENT, GEORGE SIDNEY 





A Warner Bros. & Vitaphone Hit 
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He’s New! 


Different! WILLIAM 


mse’ POWELL 
HIGH A PRESSURE 
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THURSDAY NIGHT 
Bitl POWELL 
BLAZES AWAY ON 
A NEW CAREER! 


Burns ’em up in an entirely new 

kind of role! He’s a combination 

Don Juan, Raffles and Get-Rich- 

Quick Wallingford! An_ irre- 

_-sponsible son-of-a-gun if ever 
there was one! 








YOU’LL GO FOR HIM IN A BIG WAY! . 


POWELL 


starts a bull movement in the blonde market in 


HIGH PRESSURE 


with EVELYN BRENT, George Sid- 


ney, Evalyn Knapp, Guy Kibbee, OPENS THURSDAY 9:30 P.M. 
Frank McHugh. 


Directed by Mervyn LeRoy» S$ : R A MZ D 
A Warner Bros. and Vitaphone Hit 
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93 lines on Three Columns 


STRAND (ore one 


HIGH PRESSURE 


EVELYN BRENT 
WARNER BROS. VITAPHONE HIT 
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88 lines on Two Columns 
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A Great Star 
Shines with Even 
More Brilliance— 


\\ omen 


rave about 
} his charm. 

















Men hail 
his daring. 


Flappers 









j e e 

| find him 

i fascinating! with EVELYN BRENT—EVALYN KNAPP 
Z A Warner Bros. Picture _<qieemmecemmiee.. 

e 4 i 
Different! Reckless! oe GOES, 
NITE 00 p. m. 
(SHORTS) 








He’s New! 
—WiWiom 


* HIGH PRESSURE 


with EVELYN BRENT, GEORGE 
SIDNEY, EVALYN KNAPP 


Directed by Mervyn LeRoy 


STRAND 


NOW PLAYING 
i 97 lines on 2 col. 





. 3cetolp.m. 
. Orch. 50c 






Broadway & 47th St. 
1 to 6 p. m. Bale 








35c 





86 lines on Two Columns 
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A Warner Bros. 
& Vitaphone Hit 
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See Him at the STRAND 


Take It From Us, He’ll 
Take It From You! 






HIGH PRESSURE 


A WARNER BROS. & VITAPHONE PICTURE 


36 lines on Two Columns 
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WATCH 


THIS MAN! 


Compared to him, Get- 
Rich-Quick - Walling- 
ford was a piker and 
Raffles, a Sunday 


school teacher! 








You'll need an asbestos lin- 
ing for your heart when you 
meet him in 


HIGH 
PRESSURE 


with 
EVELYN BRENT 
GEORGE SIDNEY 
EVALYN KNAPP 


STRAND 


73 lines on 2 columns 


A WARNER BROS. & VITAPHONE HIT 
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A Warner Bros. 
with 

EVE EY NB RENT 

EVALYN KNAPP 


Picture 


Beg. TONITE at 00 p.m. 


Strand 


Broadway & 47th St. . . . 35¢ tol p. m. 
1 to 6 p. m. Bale. 35¢ .. . Orch. 50c 
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—_EVALYN KNAPP, GUY KIBBEE 


Yow’ll Go For Him In A Big Way! 


WHAT A MAN! 


He can sell ice to Eskimos, corsets 

to chorus girls and the Brooklyn 

Bridge to a Broadway columnist. 
What a line! What a lover! 





A Warner Bros. 
& Vitaphone Hit! 


Directed by 
Mervyn LeRoy 


WilliamYOWELL 
HIGH @& PRESSURE 


with 


EVELYN BRENT, GEORGE SIDNEY 








CONTINUOUS 
PERFORMANCE 
1 A.M.-11 P.M. 
Popular Prices 


STRAND. 
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lines on Two Columns 


Take It From_ Us, Hell Take 


It From You! 


Get-Rich-Quick Wal- 
lingford was a piker 
and Raffles a mere 
second story man 
compared to this 
baby! Women can’t 
resist him! 












HE'S NEW! ULTRA MODERN! THE 1032 MODEL STAR 







with HIG Brent, George Sidney, 
Guy Kibbee, Evalyn Knapp.  Di- 
rected by Mervyn LeRoy. 


STRAND 
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Lal 
HIGH PRESSURE 


A Warner Bros. & Vitaphone Hit! 
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STRAND 





HE’S DIFFERENT! 
DARING! 


The kind of man men 
want to be and women 
want to surrender to! 








WELLIAM 


OWEIL 


all GH 
PRESSURE 


with 
EVELYN BRENT 
GEORGE SIDNEY 
EVALYN KNAPP 
A Warner Bros. 
& Vitaphone Hit 
are eee eee 
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He's HOT! 


Burning up the town with 
his wisecracks! Setting 
feminine hearts on fire! 


















An _ irresponsible 
son-of-a-gun, but § 
you'll love him! 


OWE 


HIGH PRESSURE 


A Warner Bros. Picture 


NOW PLAYING 


STRAND 
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104 lines on One Column 


SEE 
EXPLOITATION 


SECTION FOR 
BANNERS 
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WILLIAM 











HIGH PRESSURE 


Fastest comedy of his career! 
with Evelyn Brent, Evalyn 
Knapp, George Sidney 


STRAND 
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65 lines on One Column 


STRAND 





STARTS 
TODAY! 
















Here’s One 
Salesman Who 
Doesn’t Have 
To Travel! 


He can sell ice to 
Eskimos,. corsets to 
chorus girls and the 
Brooklyn Bridge to 
a Broadway col- 
umnist. What a 
man! What a line! 


A Warner Bros. 
& Vitaphone Hit He’s New! Daring! Different! 
A two-timing, irresponsible son- 
of-a-gun, but you'll love him! 


WILLIAM 


Bena 


with EVELYN BRENT, GEORGE SIDNEY, EVALYN KNAPP 
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77 lines on Two Columns 





WHAT A MAN! 


Woman tamer, sure- 
shot gambler, playboy 
and Wall Street wolf 
all in one! ° 








Promoter of wildcat stocks 
and bearcat blondes! 


OWELl 
. HIGH 
PRESSURE 


with Evelyn Brent. 
Directed by Mervyn 
LeRoy — A Warner 
Bros.-Vitaphone Hit! 


NOW PLAYING 


STRAND 
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Scanned from the United Artists collection at the 
Wisconsin Center for Film and Theater Research, 
with support from Matthew and Natalie Bernstein. 





for Film and Theater Research 


http://wcftr.commarts.wisc.edu 
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